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Abstract:  
This text is a partial view of a research and educational training carried out by the University of 
Pavia through the experience of the International Desing Seminar “Urban Culture and Landscape 
Renewal” held by the Institute of Advanced Studies in collaboration with the Tongji University – 
College of Architecture and Urban Planning. 
This article to describe the general architectural research values identified by the student groups to 
approach the UBPA project rather than to provide an analytical description of the five projects. 
These values, or design virtues, can be considered suggestions to represent the problems that arise 
when designing for today’s Shanghai and as suggestions that I believe can be the foundation for 
new architectural research paths. 
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Brief Seminar presentation: UCLR XVI International Design Seminar at CAUP Tongji 
University (by Prof. Angelo Bugatti) 
The International Seminar combines different cultural backgrounds and methodologies in the field 
of settlement transformations, in the relationships between existing and developing ones and in the 
functional and architectural rearrangement of landscape.  
The XVI edition, the 3rd in Shanghai,  of the International Design Seminar “Urban Culture and 
Landscape Renewal” was held from October 8th-19th 2010 in Shanghai, hosted in the CAUP, and 
directed by Prof. Zheng Shiling and Prof. Angelo Bugatti. 
Organization of the event was made possible thanks to a longstanding collaboration between the 
Institute for Advanced Study – IUSS Pavia, the University of Pavia and the Tongji University – 
College of Architecture and Urban Planning, whose central location played host to students, tutors 
and professors1 who discussed and developed their design proposals over ten days whilst constantly 
interacting.   
This edition focused on the theme “Post-EXPO Development in Urban Best Practices Area (UBPA) 
of Shanghai EXPO 2010 site” and saw the involvement of students, tutors2 and professors from all 
over the world who exchanged views on how to redevelop the Expo site as a hot topic for Shanghai. 
Design theme was discussed and students’ proposals were reviewed at three critical stages: two 
intermediate reviews and one final review, by some professors involved3 in the Seminar activities..  
 
From UBPA to UBLA. Towards a Sustainable and Liveable City 
As we all know the theme of the Expo 2010 is “Better City, Better Life”, it is the first in Expo 
history to take the city as its theme. It is also the first time in EXPO history that for better 
                                                
1 In this edition, the Seminar welcomed universities from: University College of London (UK), Southeast University 
(China), School of Architecture of Oslo (AHO, Norway), Sungkyunkwan University (Korea) participated in the 
Seminar along with the Tongji University (China) and University of Pavia (Italy). 
2 Five groups of students from the different participating countries were guided by tutors Hua Xiahong, Wang Kai, 
Nadia Bertolino, Cecilia Morelli di Popolo, Venera Ardita and Stefania Marletta. 
3 Professors Roberto De Lotto (University of Pavia, Zhang Tong (Southeast University) Yim Chang Bok 
(Sungkyunkwan University), Peter Paludan Hemmersam (School of Architecture of Oslo) and Margaret Susan Hodges 
Rawes (University College of London) participated in the two intermediate reviews; professors Zheng Shiling, Angelo 
Bugatti, Chen Yi and Li Xiagning (Tongji University), Aldo Castellano (Milan Polytechnic) Fulvia Delfino (Architect 
in Milan), Rainer Pirker (Vienna University of Technology) participated in the final review. 



interpretation of the City theme, Expo 2010 will specially set up a UBPA as an independent 
exhibition, as Zheng Shiling (2009) [1] wrote “through which to show the world various best 
practices carried out by representative cities for improvement of the quality of urban life; this is a 
truly innovative introduction to World Expo”. According to the Expo 2010 concept of “City of 
harmony” the UBPA is serving as a global platform in terms of exchanging, sharing and promotion 
on the experience of a liveable city, sustainable town planning, historic conservation and re-use, 
internationally renowned best urban innovation practice in the built environment; UBPA has been 
referred to, with great pride, as a highlight of this year’s Expo. 
The objective of the Seminar is to explore the options and potentials of UBPA’s post-Expo 
renovation or redevelopment, in terms of its functional restructuring, adding amenities to the city 
and creating a more environment-friendly setting. 
The land area for the UPBA is 15 hectares, with a total building floor area of approximately 100 
thousand square meters. After the Expo, most of the UPBA will be preserved while part of it may 
redeveloped further. 
In methodological terms, this is an urban and architectural design workshop so, theories and ideas 
must be expressed via graphical and statistical analyses, diagrams and textual statements.  
In the final presentation each student team presented their final design proposal in the form of  six 
A1 sheets and one power point presentation, also printed in the form of an A4 booklet. 
Based on students’ understanding on the role of the Post-EXPO site in Central Shanghai in the near 
future, the work team’s final design proposal aimed to provide an answer to two major issues:  
1. Transformed from a former ship-building site, the EXPO site will definitely change again to a 
real urban area, especially the part at the west river bank where the UBPA is located. The group had 
to identify the applicable pattern(s) for the new urban block on the site. 
2. How to reuse the historic heritage on the site - the former building workshops, combining 
heritage conservation with sustainable technology as the focus of architectural design. 
 
The design proposals. Five Projects – Five Thesis 
Five concepts. To accompany the design activity over the ten days of workshop were five ideas that 
became five proposals, five considerations, five insights. 
During the workshop, these five concepts were mixed together and both posed questions and made 
statements. By working each day, the students created interrelations, and shared considerations, thus 
enriching the exchange and contents of each project. 
I believe these five projects are valuable and innovative especially as they are not specifically 
individual. 
They can even be defined as five possible identities for the new Shanghai that prompt us to answer 
a series of questions: are they needed to connect us to the future? More specifically to Shanghai’s 
future? Can they be a source of new development for the dreams of one of the most important cities 
of our times?  
Whilst examining the five projects I was able to convince myself of the continuity and differences 
between the architectural cultures of the schools participating in the workshop. Whilst immersed in 
our own reality, it is difficult to identify where we stand, where our place in history is and to what 
extent our current position is merely an extension of the tendencies and people who have influenced 
us, or how far we are engrossed in something that is still in the process of being created.  
The greatest reward of participating in the International Design Seminar is looking beyond our own 
living environment. These five projects are therefore the result of various paths toward 
understanding architecture that no other university courses are able to offer. 
Five project-concepts express five possible architectural theories that successfully demonstrate that 
all theories must change and immediately adapt and must be open enough to be all-encompassing 
but also to be denied.  
The reasons of the five projects are not in finding justification for design choices but in explaining 
the processes that can lead to a given result.  



Without expecting to fill a void but with the knowledge that any other project would have been 
successful, we can ask ourselves if these projects / concepts are right? Or if they are real? Sandford 
Kwinter (1998) [2] can shed some light with the words “the truth, after all, is a function of will, not 
of facts.” 
 
On the basis of the above considerations, this article sets out to describe the general architectural 
research values identified by the student groups to approach the UBPA project rather than to 
provide an analytical description of the five projects. 
These values, or design virtues, can be considered suggestions to represent the problems that arise 
when designing for today’s Shanghai and as suggestions that I believe can be the foundation for 
new architectural research paths. 
 
Group 1 – Innovation and tradition in the modern city’s development 
Context and climate influence architecture and therefore the interior-exterior and public space-
private space relationships: in this project space in the traditional Chinese culture in water cities is 
analysed as a typological element of the architectural structure. The transformation of the city, of 
architecture and its landscape is addressed through knowledge of the past to discover the 
fundamental reasons of continuity between tradition and innovation. It is not a question of adopting 
models of the past and dogmatically applying them but of weaving the past into the present and 
projecting it into the future. Understanding Shanghai’s personality and identity becomes the main 
element on which the design is based. 
 
Group 2 – Speed and delay: the issue of time for public spaces in the modern city.  
The aspect of time in the architectural project, the succession of events and the use of urban space 
create new design issues. This team sets out a design hypothesis concerning public spaces in terms 
of town planning,  territorial, architectural, and technological intervention. An investigation on the 
integration between environment and project, that is, between the artificial and the natural, is very 
important. These are public spaces needing a new environment which is extremely sophisticated on 
a management and production level. A complex space that guarantees a high degree of flexibility, 
the chain of events that brings into play continuity and discontinuity of time. Architecture faces the 
challenge of attempting to incorporate the time factor as an “active variable” that imbues the 
project. Group 2’s project basically poses the challenge of considering different times and 
immediacy in using spaces through subsequent modifications as the architecture of public space. 
 
Group 3 – Variety and composition of Shanghai’s landscape image. 
The way in which different elements complement each other is a distinguishing feature of the 
modern metropolis. Reality is no longer an entirety but its value is found in the many facets of the 
metropolis. 
Within the context of its multi-facetness, it can be said that Shanghai, in its morphological and 
constituent entirety, is made up of various landscapes, is widely diverse in its expression and is 
open to different perceptions; as a result, a renewed interpretative reading is required. 
It is this variety in the metropolis and complexity of the relationships between different spaces that 
must be given positive value and not be a source of displacement; this project confirms that today, 
there is no such thing as an entirety that is not multiple. The Urban Soup metaphor depicts a new, 
multi-faceted landscape infrastructure that overlaps and integrates with the existing one. 
 
Group 4 – Precision as a cultural and formal matrix of public space and architecture.  
The ability of the city and architecture to express clear visual images within hierarchies and 
sequences in the landscape lies in the precision of architectural perception. The issue of slowness as 
an experience of architectural space is addressed by group 4’s project as a cultural and formal 
matrix. 



The interest and complexity of this issue appears particularly stimulating and thought-provoking for 
at least two reasons. The first is of a disciplinary nature: it is a question of experimenting in terms 
of architectural composition, not so much with traditional functional aspects as reflecting on new 
relationship terms between spaces, how the shape and relationships between the single element, the 
entirety and the totality are generated. 
The second reason widens the field of investigation to the complex nature of the city. Bearing in 
mind that the modern city continually undergoes changes and that it is sectioned by radical 
transformations, the perception of space and the way it is used and transformed becomes the formal 
matrix of the project.   
 
Group 5 – Visibility and complexity: measuring the breadth of Shanghai’s landscape  
The visibility, complexity and interpretation of the elements of an ever-changing city whose essence 
can never be fully possessed; visibility provides access to the structure of things. 
The co-existence of complementary aspects subtend on different levels: on the one hand on an 
urban and landscape level, on the other hand on a local and architectural level. In general terms, the 
fundamental problem of the project lies in creating a connection between natural elements and 
anthropised elements that determine the identity of a place  and in creating a balance between the 
new and the context. 
This project adopts complexity as a principle for the composition of a landscape in which 
architectural elements, public spaces, mobility spaces and natural spaces combine to form reciprocal 
physical or perceived connections. The spaces configure a complex unit with the objective of 
redesigning the area as a place of transition from the high city to the low city rather than as an urban 
margin.  The complexity forms an authentic city that is never entirely homogenous but a city where 
there is continuity and discontinuity, everyday life and exceptionality. 
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